Chapter Two – Canada’s Physical Geography

Landforms pages 23-29

Topography refers to the natural features of the earth’s surface. I can be described by is general appearance, or by it specific relief, elevation (distance above sea level), gradient (steepness),  or geology (types of rock).

Landforms are shaped by four forces:

1) Mountain-building
· convection currents (circulation) in the mantle cause plate movement which results in mountains, valleys, and faults.
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2) Weathering 

· rock is worn down by exposure to the atmosphere, water, plants, and animals
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  rock being broken apart by ice and water
3) Erosion

· weathered particles are carried away by water, tides, wind, and glaciers
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4) Deposition

· weathered particles are dropped (deposited) elsewhere to form new landforms
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Deposition by a river


deposition by a glacier

Canada’s Landform Regions (pg 26-29)
	Region
	Where?
	How Old?
	Description
	Special features

	Canadian Shield


	
	
	
	

	Appalachian Mountains


	
	
	
	

	Western Cordillera


	
	
	
	

	Innuitian Mountains


	
	
	
	

	Arctic Lowlands


	
	
	
	

	Interior Plains


	
	
	
	

	Great Lakes – St. Lawrence Lowlands


	
	
	
	

	Hudson Bay Lowlands


	
	
	
	


